CHAPTER II

WHAT THE  PEOPLE  DID  NOT KNOW

WHEN Franco's rebellion broke out on the i8th of July
19365 the people reacted in an astonishing manner. All
the political parties and the syndicalist organisations of the
Popular Front began to recruit volunteers to repel the
aggression. They did not need to use artifice or pro-
paganda for this, because the masses, both of workmen
and peasants, came out in their thousands and very
promptly, to enrol in the different Units of the Militia.
Groups and Battalions of Militiamen were formed
rapidly, and this was the basis of the People's Republican
Army.

It was natural in the circumstances that these units of
militiamen were formed with a certain political signi-
ficance, a significance which afterwards characterised the
People's Army. It was quite logical that both political
parties and syndicalist organisations should have shown a
keen spirit of Anti-Fascism. But as we shall see later a
mixture and clash of political elements soon began to
make themselves felt in a way which later prejudiced the
whole army's effectiveness. Moreover, the occasion for
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